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UNEMPLOYMENT -= SOON A CARTER PROBLEM 
ANNCR? 

NINETEEN SEVENTY-SIX IS CLOSING Ol A SOUR NOTE AS FAR AS 
THE AMERICAN ECONOMY IS CONCERNED, WHOLESALE PRICES ARE UP FOR 
THE THIRD CONSECUTIVE MONTH, AND, EVEN MORE DISTURBING, THE 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE REACHED ITS HIGHEST LEVEL OF THE YEAR IN 
NOVEMBER. CHARLES MEDD LOOKS AT THE JOES PROBLEM, 

VOICE: 

THROUGHOUT THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN, UNEMPLOYHENT WAS A 
BURDEN FOR THE REPUGLICANS AND A POLITICAL GONANZA FOR THE 
DEMOCRATS, IT VAS REPUBLICAN POLICIES, THE DEMOCRATS SAID, 
THAT FAILED TO PROVIDE ENOUGH JOBS FOR AHERICAIS, AND WITH 
THE ELECTIONS OVER THE BURDEN OF SOLVING THE JOB QUESTION WILL 
SOON SHIFT TO THE OTHER SIDE. 

UHAT THE DEMOCRATS WILL FACE, WHEN THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION 
TAKES OFFICE IN JANUARY, IS AN UNEMPLOYMENT RATE THAT AFTER A 
SLIGHT DIP EARLY IN THE YEAR NOW STANDS ASOVE EIGHT PER CENT, 
WHAT MAKES THE PROBLEM MORE COMPLEX IS THE RELENTLESS RISE 
IN THE NUHBER OF AMERICANS LOGKING FOR WORK, IRONICALLY, MORE 
OF US ARE WORKING THAN EVER SEFORE =-- MORE THAN EIGHTY-EIGHT 
MILLION AT LAST COUNT, THE PROBLEM, OF COURSE, IS THAT THE 
PRIVATE ECONOMIC SECTOR, WHILE EXPANDING, IS NOT DOING SO FAST 
ENOUGH TO KEEP PACE “!ITH THE JOB-SEEKERS, THIS IS ESPECIALLY 
TRUE OF WOMEN, WHO LAST YEAR ALONE ADDED ONE AND A HALF 
MILLION NEW MEMBERS TO THE NATIONAL WORK FORCE. 

HOW PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER PLANS TO TACKLE THE JOBS ISSUE 
IS STILL UNCLEAR, THIS WEEK MISTER CARTER TOLD NEWSMEN THAT A 


TAX CUT IS A POSSIBILITY ALONG WITH PUBLIC SERVICE PROGRAMS 
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FINANCED AND RUN BY THE GOVERNMENT, BERTRAM LANCE, WHO WILL 
HEAD THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET, BELIEVES THE 
NEW ADMINISTRATION WILL IN THE LONG RUN RELY LESS ON LARGE-SCALE 
TAX~SUPPORTED JOB-CREATING PLANS, SO DEAR TO TRADITIONAL 
DEMOCRATS, THAN ON COOPERATIVE VENTURES WITH THE BUSINESS 
COMMUNITY. 

THERE IS GENERAL AGREEJiENT THAT CONVENTIONAL POLICY MOVES -- 
LOWER TAXES OR LOWER INTEREST RATES, OR BOTH -- WILL PROVIDE 
THE ECONOMY WITH ENOUGH STIMULUS TO PUT MUCH OF THE REGULAR 
WORK FORCE BACK TO WORK, BUT THERE IS NO SUCH CONSENSUS ABOUT 
WHAT TO DO ABOUT THE NATION'S MOST CRITICAL UNEMPLOYI:ENT 
PROBLEM INVOLVING YOUNG WORKERS WHO LACK SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE, 
CURRENTLY ONE TEENAGER IN EVERY FIVE IS UNABLE TO FIND A yOB, 
AND FOR BLACKS OF THE SAME AGE GROUP TWO OF EVERY FIVE ARE 
JOBLESS, 

IN THE PAST THE GOVERNMENT'S MANPOWER TRAINING PROGRAMS, 
DESIGNED PRIMARILY FOR YOUTH, HAVE BEEN EXPENSIVE AND NOT 
VERY PRODUCTIVE. TOO OFTEN YOUNG AMERICANS HAVE BEEN TRAINES, 
THE CRITICS SAY, FOR NON-EXISTENT yOBS, IT'S FOR THAT REASON 
THAT PRIVATE INDUSTRY, THROUGH A COMBINATION OF TAX~INCENTIVES 
AND SUBSIDIES, IS LIKELY TO BE CALLED ON FOR HELP. 

WHATEVER APPROACH THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION TAKES ALONG 
WITH THE DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS, THE UNEMPLOYMENT PROBLEM WILL 
SOON BE THEIRS, AND NOT THE REPUBLICANS. THE SHOE IS GOING TO 
BE ON THE OTHER FOOT, AND IN ANOTHER FOUR YEARS THE VOTERS 
WILL DECIDE HOW WELL IT FITS, 
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